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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

1. Claims 14, 20, 32, 40, 48, 57, and 77-83 of the claimed invention is directed to 

non-statutory subject matter. The specification describes computer-readable media 

may comprise computer storage media and communication media. Communication 

media is described as instructions, data structures, and program modules in a 

modulated data signal such as a carrier wave. Data structures not claimed as 

embodied in computer-readable media are descriptive material per se and are not 

statutory because they are not capable of causing functional change in the computer. 

See, e.g., Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 1361, 31 USPQ2d at 1760 (claim to a data structure 

per se held nonstatutory). Such claimed data structures do not define any structural and 

functional interrelationships between the data structure and other claimed aspects of the 

invention which permit the data structure's functionality to be realized. In contrast, a 

claimed computer-readable medium encoded with a data structure defines structural 

and functional interrelationships between the data structure and the computer software 

and hardware components which permit the data structure's functionality to be realized, 

and is thus statutory. 
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2. Claims 58-76 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because they are directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. Computer programs claimed as computer listings per se. 
i.e., the descriptions or expressions of the programs are not physical "things." They are 
neither computer components nor statutory processes, as they are not "acts" being 
performed. Such claimed computer programs do not define any structural and functional 
interrelationships between the computer program and other claimed elements of a 
computer which permit the computer program's functionality to be realized. In contrast, 
a claimed computer- readable medium encoded with a computer program is a computer 
element which defines structural and functional interrelationships between the computer 
program and the rest of the computer which permit the computer program's functionality 
to be realized, and is thus statutory. See Lowry, 32 F.3d at 1583-84, 32 USPQ2d at 
1035. Accordingly, it is important to distinguish claims that define descriptive material 
per se from claims that define statutory inventions. 
3. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1-10, 12-22, 26-66, 70-75, 77-81, 83-84, and 86-88 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Balkus (U.S. 2004/0268224 A1) cited by 
applicant. 

5. As per claim 1 , Balkus teaches: receiving a request, from an application at an 
application programming interface (API) [system for authoring and publishing a 
multimedia presentation of lines 1-3 of 0051], to interact with a plurality of media 
[temporal and nontemporal media of lines 3-9 of 0031]; and 

generating a media timeline based on the request that [creating timeline of lines 2-5 of 
0035]: is for exposure via the API to the application [viewer of lines 7-10 and 21-25 of 
0057]; includes a plurality of nodes [tracks of lines 2-4 of 0037; frames and subframes 
as nodes of lines 4-13 of 0062], and 

defines a presentation of a first said media referenced by a first said node with respect 
to a second said media referenced by a second said node [creating a multimedia 
presentation involves creating a temporal relationship (e.g. timeline) between each 
element of the nontemporal media and the temporal media of lines 1-5 of 0035]. 

6. As per claim 2, Balkus teaches: one or more said nodes are configured as a 
sequence node such that one said node that is a child of the sequence node is 
rendered after another said node that is also a child of the sequence node [an event 
near or at the end of a streaming multimedia presentation may be used to initiate the 
subsequent multimedia presentation of lines 7-10 of 0033]. 

7. As per claim 3, Balkus teaches: one or more said nodes are configured as a 
parallel node such that one said node that is a child of the parallel node is rendered 



Application/Control Number: 10/782,734 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2179 

concurrently with another said node that is also a child of the parallel node [a 
multimedia presentation includes audio and/or video combined with multimedia slides 
that are synchronized with the audio and/or video of lines 2-5 of 0032]. 

8. As per claim 4, Balkus teaches: one or more said nodes is configured as a root 
node that specifies a starting point for rendering the media timeline [user selects an 
element as the starting point of lines 7-9 of 0040]. 

9. As per claim 5, Balkus teaches: the first and second nodes reference the 
respective first and second said media utilizing respective first and second pointers [on 
the event timeline, an event indicates a data file or other resource associated of lines 1- 
3 of 0054]. 

10. As per claim 6, Balkus teaches: at least one said node includes metadata that 
describes rendering of the at least one said node [e.g. position, start time, duration, a 
title, and associated data of lines 7-10 of 0036]. 

11. As per claim 7, Balkus teaches: metadata is a start time property that specifies 
when rendering of the at least one said node is to begin with respect to another said 
node [start time within presentation of line 9 of 0036]. 

12. As per claim 8, Balkus teaches: at least one said node is configured to reference 
an effect to be applied to an output of media referenced by the node [title track is used 
to create effects for movies (e.g. scrolling credits) of lines 6-7 of 0038]. 

13. As per claim 9, Balkus teaches: the media timeline is configured for dynamic 
loading such that metadata included in at least one said node specifies a collection of 
said nodes to be loaded when the media timeline is rendered [hyperlink document (e.g. 
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node) including hyperlinks to one or more streaming media presentations (e.g. nodes); 
one is select; when one is selected, an event at the end of the presentation initiates 
playback of the subsequent presentation of lines 2-1 1 of 0033]. 

14. As per claim 10, Balkus teaches: the media timeline is configured for dynamic 
creation such that at least one said node is created while the media timeline is rendered 
[changes to the timeline data structure cause the clip manager to instruct a display 
manager to update of lines 12-15 of 0064]. 

1 5. As per claim 12, Balkus teaches: at least one said node is configured for 
communication of events to another said node such that a change may be made to the 
media timeline while the media timeline is rendered [an event in a streaming media 
presentation may be used to initiate playback of another streaming media presentation 
of lines 2-5 of 0008]. 

16. As per claim 13, Balkus teaches: the first and second said media have different 
formats, one to another [a timeline example consists of two audio tracks, two video 
tracks, two event tracks, a title track and a table of contents track of lines 1-4 of 0037]. 

17. As per claim 14, Balkus teaches: one or more computer readable media 
comprising computer executable instructions that, when executed by a computer, direct 
the computer to perform the method above [computer readable medium of line 5 of 
0088]. 

1 8. As per claim 1 5, Balkus teaches: generating a media timeline by an application 
[system for authoring and publishing a multimedia presentation of line 1-3 of 0051], 
wherein the media timeline: includes a plurality of nodes [tracks of lines 2-4 of 0037; 
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frames and subframes as nodes of lines 4-13 of 0062]; and defines a presentation of a 
first said media referenced by a first said node with respect to a second said media 
referenced by a second said node [creating a multimedia presentation involves creating 
a temporal relationship (e.g. timeline) between each element of the nontemporal media 
and the temporal media of lines 1-5 of 0035]; and passing the media timeline to a 
timeline source for rendering [transfer to a media server for streaming of line 6-7 of 
0091]. 

19. As per claim 16, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 13, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

20. As per claim 17, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 8, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

21 . As per claim 1 8, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 9, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

22. As per claim 1 9, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 10, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

23. As per claim 20, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 14, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

24. As per claim 21 , Balkus teaches: specifying an effect to be applied to one or 
more of a plurality of media when the media is rendered [title track is used to create 
effects for movies (e.g. scrolling credits) of lines 6-7 of 0038]; and generating a media 
timeline configured for exposure via an application programming interface (API) [system 
for authoring and publishing a multimedia presentation of line 1-3 of 0051], wherein: the 
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media timeline includes a plurality of nodes [tracks of lines 2-4 of 0037; frames and 
subframes as nodes of lines 4-13 of 0062]; two or more said nodes reference respective ; 
said media [each track supports a defining sequence of segments of media data while 
each segment references the media data for the segment of lines 10-12 of 38]; and 
one or more said nodes that reference the one or more said media include metadata 
that describes the effect [parameters of line 9 of 0038]. 

25. As per claim 22, Balkus teaches: the effect is a simple effect provided by a 
software component that is configured to: receive a single stream of media; apply the 
effect to the single stream; and output the applied single stream [for zoom, displaying 
data, changing image scaling performed on the image displayed, and passing back 
modifications to update timeline structure of 0068]. 

26. As per claim 26, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 7, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

27. As per claim 27, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 6, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

28. As per claim 28, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 9, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

29. As per claim 29, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 10, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

30. As per claim 30, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 1 1 , and remains rejected using the same rationale. 
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31 . As per claim 31 , the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 12, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

32. As per claim 32, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 14, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

33. As per claim 33, Balkus teaches: rendering a first media item referenced by a 
first said node [upon selection of a hyperlink, the corresponding presentation may be 
played of lines 5-7 of 0033]; receiving a call for a second said node that references a 
second media item; and creating the second said node [if an event indicates that no file 
or resource is associated, and a new event may be created of lines 3-7 of 0054]. 

34. As per claim 34, Balkus teaches: rendering a second media item referenced by 
the second said node when the rendering of the first media item is completed [an event 
near or at the end of a streaming multimedia presentation may be used to initiate the 
subsequent multimedia presentation of lines 7-10 of 0033]. 

35. As per claim 35, Balkus teaches: rendering the second media item referenced by 
the second said node [upon selection of a hyperlink, the corresponding presentation 
may be played of lines 5-7 of 0033]; receiving a call for a third said node that references 
a third media item; and creating the third said node[if an event indicates that no file or 
resource is associated, and a new event may be created of lines 3-7 of 0054; an event 
near or at the end of a streaming multimedia presentation may be used to initiate the 
subsequent multimedia presentation of lines 7-1 0 of 0033]. 

36. As per claim 36, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 9, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 
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37. As per claim 37, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 8, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

38. As per claim 38, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 1 1 , and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

39. As per claim 39. the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 12, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

40. As per claim 40, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 14, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

41 . As per claim 41 , Balkus teaches: a media timeline exposed via an application 
programming interface [system for authoring and publishing a multimedia presentation 
of line 1-3 of 0051], the media timeline having a plurality of nodes [tracks of lines 2-4 of 
0037; frames and subframes as nodes of lines 4-13 of 0062], at least two said nodes 
referencing respective media [on the event timeline, an event indicates a data file or 
other resource associated of lines 1-3 of 0054], one or more said nodes each having 
metadata that references a node grouping [e.g. position, start time, duration, a title, and 
associated data of lines 7-10 of 0036], a method comprising: loading a first said node; 
examining the first said node to detemiine a first said node grouping; loading each said 
node referenced by the first said node grouping; rendering the first said node grouping; 
examining one or more said nodes in the first said node grouping to determine a second 
said node grouping; loading each said node referenced by the second said node 
grouping; and when the rendering of the first said node grouping is completed, 
rendering the second said node grouping [an event near or at the end of a streaming 
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multimedia presentation may be used to initiate tlie subsequent multimedia presentation 
of lines 7-10 of 0033]. 

42. As per claim 42, Balkus teaches the examining of the one or more said nodes in 
the first said node grouping is performed during the rendering of the first said node 
grouping [an event near the end of a streaming multimedia presentation may be used to 
initiate the subsequent multimedia presentation of lines 7-10 of 0033]. 

43. As per claim 43, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 10, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

44. As per claim 44, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 8, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

45. As per claim 45, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 1 1 , and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

46. As per claim 46, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 12, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

47. As per claim 47, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 13, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

48. As per claim 48, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 14, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

49. As per claim 49, Balkus teaches: a media timeline exposed via an application 
programming interface [system for authoring and publishing a multimedia presentation 
of line 1-3 of 0051], the media timeline having a plurality of nodes [tracks of lines 2-4 of 
0037; frames and subframes as nodes of lines 4-13 of 0062], at least two said nodes 
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referencing respective media [on the event timeline, an event indicates a data file or 
other resource associated of lines 1-3 of 0054], one or more said nodes each having 
metadata that references a node grouping [e.g. position, start time, duration, a title, and : 
associated data of lines 7-10 of 0036]. a method comprising: 

rendering a first said node to output a referenced first said media [event is identified, the [ 
data file is obtained and rendered of lines 4-8 of 0063]; during the rendering, changing 
one or more properties of a second said node [e.g. change to the timeline structure 
occurs of 0063]; and initiating, by an event generator located on the second said node, 
an event for communication to a parent said node of the second said node, wherein the . 
event describes the changing [clip manager instructs display manager to update of lines 
12-15 of 0064]. 

50. As per claim 50, Balkus teaches: the event is communicated to at least one of an 
application over the API and a timeline source for rendering the media timeline [clip 
manager instructs the display manager to update browser of 12-15 of 0064]. 

51 . As per claim 51 , Balkus teaches: one of the properties is node changed event 
[modified of line 3 of 0066]. 

52. As per claim 52, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 4, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

53. As per claim 53, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 9. and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

54. As per claim 54, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 10, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 
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55. As per claim 55, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 12, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

56. As per claim 56, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 8, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

57. As per claim 57, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 14, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

58. As per claim 58, Balkus teaches: the media timeline including a plurality of nodes 
that are callable by one said application [tracks of lines 2-4 of 0037; frames and 
subframes as nodes of lines 4-1 3 of 0062], wherein: 

each said node includes metadata that describes the node [e.g. position, start time, 
duration, a title, and associated data of lines 7-10 of 0036]; one or more said nodes 
reference a corresponding media item [on the event timeline, an event indicates a data 
file or other resource associated of lines 1-3 of 0054]; the plurality of nodes are 
arranged in a tree structure [tree-like representation of line 9 of 0062]; and 
the arrangement of the plurality of nodes, one to another, describes an order for 
rendering the plurality of nodes [timeline representation of 0036]. 

59. As per claim 59, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 7, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

60. As per claim 60, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 8, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

61 . As per claim 61 , the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 6, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 
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62. As per claim 62, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 9, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

63. As per claim 63, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 10, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

64. As per claim 64, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 1 1 , and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

65. As per claim 65, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 12, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

66. As per claim 66, Balkus teaches: two or more said nodes reference respective 
media [on the event timeline, an event indicates a data file or other resource associated 
of lines 1-3 of 0054]; the plurality of nodes are arranged in a hierarchy to include a 
parent said node and a child said node [hierarchical definition of frames and subframes 
of lines 6-8 of 0062]; and the child said node is configured for initiating an event for 
communication to the parent said node [an event near or at the end of a streaming 
multimedia presentation may be used to initiate the subsequent multimedia presentation 
of lines 7-10 of 0033]. 

67. As per claim 70, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 51, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

68. As per claim 71 , the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 4, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

69. As per claim 72, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 9, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 
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70. As per claim 73, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 1 0, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

71 . As per claim 74, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 8, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

72. As per claim 75, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 11, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

73. As per claim 77, Balkus teaches: a plurality of media [temporal and nontemporal 
media of lines 3-9 of 0031]; a plurality of applications [Real Media Player and Windows 
Media of line 4 of 0076, QuickTime of line 6 of 0004, Internet Explorer of line 14 of 
0057]; and an infrastructure layer that: provides an application programming interface 
(API) for interaction by the plurality of applications with the plurality of media when any 
said application is executed [system for authoring and publishing a multimedia 
presentation of lines 1-3 of 0051 ]; and 

exposes a media timeline, callable by the plurality of applications via the API upon an 
execution thereof, and that defines a presentation of the plurality of media [creating a 
multimedia presentation involves creating a temporal relationship, visualized as a 
timeline, between each element of the nontemporal media and the temporal media of 
lines 1-5 of 0035]. 

74. As per claim 78, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 8, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

75. As per claim 79, Balkus teaches: the media timeline includes a plurality of nodes 
[temporal and nontemporal media of lines 3-9 of 0031]; one or more said nodes 
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references respective said media [on the event timeline, an event indicates a data file or 
other resource associated of lines 1-3 of 0054]; the media timeline defines a 
presentation of a first said media referenced by a first said node with respect to a 
second said media referenced by a second said node [creating a multimedia 
presentation involves creating a temporal relationship (e.g. timeline) between each 
element of the nontemporal media and the temporal media of lines 1-5 of 0035]; and at : 
least one said node includes metadata that describes rendering of the at least one said 
node [e.g. position, start time, duration, a title, and associated data of lines 7-10 of 
0036]. 

76. As per claim 80, Balkus teaches: the media timeline includes a plurality of nodes ^ 
[temporal and nontemporal media of lines 3-9 of 0031]; one or more said nodes 
references respective said media [on the event timeline, an event indicates a data file or 
other resource associated of lines 1-3 of 0054]; and the media timeline is configured for 
dynamic loading such that metadata included in at least one said node specifies a 
collection of said nodes to be loaded when the media timeline is rendered [hyperlink 
document (e.g. node) including hyperlinks to one or more streaming media 
presentations (e.g. nodes); one is select; when one is selected, an event at the end of 
the presentation initiates playback of the subsequent presentation of lines 2-11 of 0033]. 

77. As per claim 81 , Balkus teaches: the media timeline includes a plurality of nodes 
[temporal and nontemporal media of lines 3-9 of 0031]; one or more said nodes 
references respective said media [on the event timeline, an event indicates a data file or 
other resource associated of lines 1-3 of 0054]; and wherein the media timeline is 
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configured for dynamic creation such that at least one said node is created while the 
media timeline is rendered [changes to the timeline data structure cause the clip 
manager to instruct a display manager to update of lines 12-15 of 0064]. 

78. As per claim 83, Balkus teaches: the media timeline includes a plurality of nodes • 
[temporal and nontemporal media of lines 3-9 of 0031]; one or more said nodes 
references respective said media [on the event timeline, an event indicates a data file or 
other resource associated of lines 1-3 of 0054]; and at least one said node is configured 
for communication of events to another said node such that a change may be made to 
the media timeline while the media timeline is rendered [an event in a streaming media 
presentation may be used to initiate playback of another streaming media presentation 
of lines 2-5 of 0008]. 

79. As per claim 84, Balkus teaches: a processor [processor of 0084]; and 
memory [memory of 0087] configured to maintain: a plurality of media [temporal and 
nontemporal media of lines 3-9 of 0031]; a plurality of applications, wherein each said 
application is configured to request at least one of editing, encoding, and rendering of 
the plurality of media [Real Media Player and Windows Media of line 4 of 0076, 
QuickTime of line 6 of 0004, Internet Explorer of line 14 of 0057]; and 

an infrastructure layer configured to: 

provide an application programming interface (API) for interaction by the plurality of 
applications with the plurality of media [system for authoring and publishing a 
multimedia presentation of lines 1-3 of 0051]; and 

expose a media timeline, callable by the plurality of applications via the API, that 
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includes a plurality of nodes that define a presentation of the plurality of media [creating 
a multimedia presentation involves creating a temporal relationship, visualized as a 
timeline, between each element of the nontemporal media and the temporal media of 
lines 1-5 of 0035], wherein the media timeline specifies delayed creation of one or more 
said nodes when the media timeline is rendered [changes to the timeline data structure 
cause the clip manager to instruct a display manager to update of lines 12-15 of 0064], 

80. As per claim 86, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 9, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

81 . As per claim 87, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 8, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

82. As per claim 88, the claim contains substantially the same subject matter as 
claim 12, and remains rejected using the same rationale. 

83. 

84. Claims 11, 23-25, 67-69, 76, 82 and 85 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Balkus as applied to claim 1, 21, 66, 77 and 84 respectively, 
above, and further in view of Sheasby (US 6,539,163 B1). 

85. As per claim 1 1 , Balkus fails to expressly disclose at least one said node is 
specified as read-only. However, Sheasby teaches that user defines a child sequence 
as read-only (line 25 of column 6). Balkus and Sheasby are analogous art because 
both describe constructing and presenting timelines for media. It would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to define a node as read-only. The 
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motivation would have been to discourage other users from editing the information 
referenced by the node or the node's metadata. 

86. As per claim 23, Balkus fails to expressly disclose receiving at least two streams 
of media; applying the effect to the at least two streams; and output a single stream of 
media composed of the applied at least two streams. However, Sheasby teaches a 
sequence has metadata for a compositing sequence which includes a set of reference 
clips, each of which refers to an output stream. For the final composited image, the 
outputs are composited together by rendering and compositing sequence [lines 57-67 of 
column 8]. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to follow 
the steps above for a composite effect. The motivation would have been to produce a 
final media file made up of multiple inputs. 

87. As per claim 24, Balkus fails to expressly disclose the effect is a composite effect 
provided by software component that is configured to at least one of analyze at least 
two streams of media and output at least two streams of media. However, Sheasby 
teaches the interactive manipulation and production of the data of a clip using metadata 
for a compositing sequence in which outputs are composited together by rendering 
[lines 57-67 of column 8]. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to follow the steps above for a composite effect. The motivation would have been to 
produce a final media file made up of multiple inputs. 

88. As per claim 25, Balkus fails to expressly disclose that the effect is a transition 
effect to be applied as a transition from a first said media referenced by a first said node 
to a second said media referenced by a second said node. However. Sheasby teaches 
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various applied effects such as a dissolve, which is a well known transition effect [lines 
20-22 of column 3]. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to ; 
add a transition, such as a dissolve, between a first and second node (e.g. clip, track). 
The motivation would have been to enhance a user's experience by providing smooth 
changeover between two media files. 

89. As per claim 67, Balkus fails to expressly disclose another said node, which is 
not a parent of the child said node, subscribes to the child said node to receive the 
event. However, Sheasby teaches a system that allows child sequences to be 
persisted separately from a parent sequence [lines 39-40 of column 2]. It would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to allow more than just the parent to 
access the child. The motivation would have been to allow access for updating. 

90. As per claim 68, Balkus fails to expressly disclose another said node subscribes 
to the child said node to receive: the event initiated by the child said node; and one or 
more said events initiated by children of the child said node (e.g. sequences). However, 
Sheasby teaches that However, Sheasby allows child sequences to be persisted 
separately from a parent sequence [lines 39^0 of column 2]. It would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to allow more than just the parent to 
access the child. The motivation would have been to allow access for updating. 

91. As per claim 69, Balkus fails to expressly disclose that the event is configured 
such that a change may be made to one or more properties of the child said node while 
the media timeline is rendered; and describes the change. However, Sheasby teaches 
if the metadata of the child sequence is modified after being employed, the next time it 
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is used the modified metadata will be used [lines 13-20 of column 6]. It would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to allow more than just the parent to 
access the child. The motivation would have been to allow access for updating. 

92. As per claim 76, Balkus teaches: reference corresponding media [on the event 
timeline, an event indicates a data file or other resource associated of lines 1-3 of 0054]; 
include metadata describing one or more properties for rendering the corresponding 
media [e.g. position, start time, duration, a title, and associated data of lines 7-10 of 
0036]. Balkus fails to expressly disclose including metadata specifying the node as 
read-only. However, Sheasby teaches that user defines a child sequence as read-only 
(line 25 of column 6). Balkus and Sheasby are analogous art because both describe 
constructing and presenting timelines for media. It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to define a node as read-only. The motivation would 
have been to discourage other users from editing the information referenced by the 
node or the node's metadata. 

93. As per claim 82, Balkus teaches: the media timeline includes a plurality of nodes 
[temporal and nontemporal media of lines 3-9 of 0031]; one or more said nodes 
references respective said media [on the event timeline, an event indicates a data file or 
other resource associated of lines 1-3 of 0054]. Balkus fails to expressly disclose at 
least one said node is specified as read-only. However, Sheasby teaches that user 
defines a child sequence as read-only (line 25 of column 6). Balkus and Sheasby are 
analogous art because both describe constructing and presenting timelines for media. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to define a node as 
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read-only. The motivation would have been to discourage other users from editing the 
information referenced by the node or the node's metadata. 
94. As per claim 85, Balkus fails to expressly disclose the delayed creation further 
comprises creating the one or more said nodes when called by one or more said 
applications. However, Balkus teaches defining the rights to the clip sequence as read- 
write and read-write-delete [line 25 of column 6]. Defining the rights as such would 
allow applications to create one or more nodes. It would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to allow read-write and read-write-delete rights. The 
motivation would have been to encourage the creation of one or more nodes. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ENRIQUE W. ITURRALDE whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3627. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 9 AM - 5 
AM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (571)272-4847. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/E. W. I./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2179 
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